
Global Migrations
Since 1945, tens of millions of people have migrated

from one part of the world to another. There are many
reasons for these migrations. Persecution for political
reasons caused many people from Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Eastern Europe, and East Ger-
many to seek refuge in Western European countries.
Brutal civil wars in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and
Europe led millions of refugees to seek safety in neigh-
boring countries. A devastating famine in Africa in 

1984–1985 drove hun-
dreds of thousands of
Africans to relief camps
throughout the conti-
nent to find food.

Most people who have migrated, however, have
done so to find jobs. Latin Americans seeking a better
life have migrated to the United States. Guest workers
from Turkey, southern and Eastern Europe, North Africa,
and South Asia have entered more prosperous Western
European lands. In the 1980s, about fifteen million
guest workers worked and lived in Europe. 

Many host countries allowed guest workers to stay
for several years. In the 1980s and 1990s, however, 
foreign workers often became scapegoats when coun-
tries faced economic problems. Political parties in
France and Norway, for example, called for the removal
of blacks and Arabs.

� Mobile clinic in
Somalia, Africa

In the years between the two world wars, many
Jews had immigrated to Palestine, believing this area
to be their promised land. Tensions between Jews
and Arabs had intensified during the 1930s. Great
Britain, which governed Palestine under a United
Nations (UN) mandate, had limited Jewish immigra-
tion into the area and had rejected proposals for an
independent Jewish state in Palestine. The Muslim
states agreed with this position.

The Zionists who wanted Palestine as a home for
Jews were not to be denied, however. Many people
had been shocked at the end of World War II when
they learned about the Holocaust, the deliberate
killing of six million European Jews in Nazi death
camps. As a result, sympathy for the Jewish cause
grew. In 1948, a United Nations resolution divided
Palestine into a Jewish state and an Arab state. The
Jews in Palestine proclaimed the state of Israel on
May 14, 1948.

Its Arab neighbors saw the new state as a betrayal
of the Palestinian people, most of whom were Mus-
lim. Outraged, several Arab countries invaded the
new Jewish state. The invasion failed, but the Arab
states still refused to recognize Israel’s right to exist.

As a result of the division of Palestine, hundreds
of thousands of Palestinians fled to neighboring Arab
countries, where they lived in refugee camps. Other
Palestinians came under Israeli rule. The issue of a
homeland and self-governance for the Palestinians
remains a problem today.

Identifying Why was there interna-
tional support for Palestine to serve as a home for Jews?

Nasser and Pan-Arabism
In Egypt, a new leader arose who would play an

important role in the Arab world. Colonel Gamal
Abdel Nasser took control of the Egyptian govern-
ment in the early 1950s. On July 26, 1956, Nasser
seized the Suez Canal Company, which had been
under British and French administration.

Concerned over this threat to their route to the
Indian Ocean, Great Britain and France decided to
strike back. They were quickly joined by Israel. The
forces of the three nations launched a joint attack on
Egypt, starting the Suez War of 1956. The United States
and the Soviet Union supported Nasser and forced
Britain, France, and Israel to withdraw their troops

Reading Check

Are there immigrant populations where you live?
Describe some of the attitudes your friends and
families have toward foreign workers. Think of sev-
eral reasons why foreign populations have
migrated to the United States.
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from Egypt. These Cold War enemies were opposed to
French and British influence in the Middle East.

Nasser emerged from the conflict as a powerful
leader. He now began to promote Pan-Arabism, or
Arab unity. In February 1958, Egypt formally united
with Syria in the United Arab Republic (UAR). Nasser
was named the first president of the new state. Egypt
and Syria hoped that the union would eventually
include all the Arab states. Many other Arab leaders
were suspicious of Pan-Arabism, however. Oil-rich
Arab states were concerned they would have to share
revenues with poorer states in the Middle East. Indeed,
in Nasser’s view, Arab unity meant that wealth derived
from oil, which currently flowed into a few Arab states
or to foreign interests, could be used to improve the
standard of living throughout the Middle East.

In 1961, military leaders took over Syria and with-
drew the country from its union with Egypt. Nasser
continued to work on behalf of Arab interests.

Evaluating Why were France and
Great Britain threatened when Nasser seized the Suez Canal?

Reading Check

The Arab-Israeli Dispute
During the late 1950s and 1960s, the dispute

between Israel and other states in the Middle East
became more heated. In 1967, Nasser imposed a
blockade against Israeli shipping through the Gulf of
Aqaba. He declared: “Now we are ready to confront
Israel. We are ready to deal with the entire Palestine
question.”

Fearing attack, on June 5, 1967, Israel launched air
strikes against Egypt and several of its Arab neigh-
bors. Israeli warplanes wiped out most of the Egypt-
ian air force. Israeli armies broke the blockade and
occupied the Sinai Peninsula. Israel seized territory
on the West Bank of the Jordan River, occupied
Jerusalem, and took control of the Golan Heights. Dur-
ing this Six-Day War, Israel tripled the size of its terri-
tory. Another million Palestinians now lived inside
Israel’s new borders, most of them on the West Bank.

Over the next few years, Arab states continued 
to demand the return of the occupied territories.
Nasser died in 1970 and was succeeded in office by
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Much of the Middle East is
dependent on revenue 
from oil.

1. Interpreting Maps
What Arab states border
Israel? Has Israel
expanded its territories
or lost territory since
1947?

2. Applying Geography
Skills Which coun-
tries contain major 
oil-producing areas?

Disputed/undefined boundary
Major oil-producing areas

Proposed Jewish state,
UN partition, 1947
Other Israeli-occupied
areas, 1948–1949
Israeli-occupied areas,
1967
Area of Palestinian 
autonomy allowed 
under Israel-PLO
agreement, 1993


